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While general manager of the Flint MTA, 

Bob created a state-of-the-art transportation 
system and infrastructure. His focus on low-in-
come and seniors has created more opportu-
nities for the clients and jobs throughout the 
community. The Your Ride program that he 
designed and implemented serves almost 
50,000 passengers a month with an emphasis 
on seniors and the disabled. 

Bob has been called a visionary by many 
who know him and I echo this sentiment. His 
work to modernize the transportation system 
will have a lasting impact on the community. 
He created unique partnerships with Kettering 
University and Michigan State University that 
paved the way for a MTA Alternative Fuel Fa-
cility. This cutting edge Compress Natural 
Gas/Propane fueling station will serve as 
ground zero for research that could lead to in-
creased efficiency and cost savings that will 
save taxpayers money across the state. 

Mr. Speaker, I can honestly say that every-
thing Bob touched became better because he 
was involved. He brought decency to whatever 
he did personally and professionally. Please 
join me in congratulating Robert Foy on his 
tremendous career and wish him well in retire-
ment. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 75TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE CROATIAN 
FRATERNAL UNION OF AMERICA, 
LODGE # 859, ZUMBERAK 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 6, 2011 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of the 75th anniversary of 
Zumberak Lodge, of the Croatian Fraternal 
Union of America. 

The Croatian Fraternal Union of America 
(CFU) is the largest and oldest Croatian orga-
nization in North America. There are more 
than 200 lodges throughout the United States 
and Canada and 18 in the State of Ohio. The 
CFU was founded on September 2, 1894 as 
the Croatian Union of the United States, and 
in 1895 was renamed the National Croatian 
Society. The National Croatian Society 
merged with several other Croatian organiza-
tions and became the Croatian Fraternal 
Union of America in 1925. Originally, CFU was 
created as a society of mutual aid for Cro-
atians in the event of sickness and death. It 
has also been publishing its own newspaper, 
The Zajednicar, since 1904. Today, in addition 
to providing insurance, the CFU is dedicated 
to preserving Croatian culture in North Amer-
ica, and provides numerous fraternal and cul-
tural programs for its members. 

In addition to celebrating the 75th anniver-
sary of Zumberak Lodge, members who have 
been with the Croatian Fraternal Union for 50 
years will also be honored at the celebration. 
The 50 year members include: Gerald Babbits, 
Dwayne Hunn, Robert Knezevic, Ann Lang, 
Mary Ann Mave, Linda Mayo, William Rubick 
and Barbara Zander. The celebration will 
begin with a service at St. Nicholas Croatian 
Byzantine Catholic Church and be followed by 
a memorial service for deceased members, a 
blessing for the 50 year members and con-
clude with a champagne brunch at Manor 
Party Center in Euclid, Ohio. 

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me 
in recognizing the 75th anniversary of 
Zumberak Lodge and those who are cele-
brating 50 years of membership with the Cro-
atian Fraternal Union of America, Zumberak 
Lodge #859. 
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CELEBRATING DAVID ISIAH 
STROMAN ON HIS 100TH BIRTHDAY 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, October 6, 2011 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
ask the House of Representatives to join me 
in celebrating David Isiah Stroman, Jr. on his 
100th birthday today. 

Born in South Carolina, Dave, as he is af-
fectionately known, has spent most of his life 
as a resident of the District of Columbia. After 
graduating from Booker T. Washington High 
School and attending Benedict College in 
South Carolina, Dave moved to the nation’s 
capital. 

Dave was a natural athlete, so it came as 
no surprise that he fell in love with golf when 
he began working as a caddy at Indian 
Springs Country Club in Silver Spring, MD, 
earning $0.50 a round. During those days, the 
old West Potomac Park on Constitution Ave-
nue was the only golf course in DC that Afri-
can Americans were allowed to use, and Mon-
day was the only day they were allowed to 
play on it. However, the Langston Golf Course 
opened in 1939, giving Dave and his friends a 
primary golf course to call their own. Over the 
years, Dave met famous golfers like Lee 
Elder, Calvin Peete and Charlie Sifford. In the 
late 1940s, Dave met and became golf part-
ners with boxing great Joe Louis, and they 
shared many happy times competing against 
each other. 

Dave’s successes did not stop at golf. He 
began his federal government career in 1935 
at the Bureau of Engraving and Printing, which 
had just begun to hire African Americans. He 
worked there until his retirement in 1969. 
Dave was married to his first wife, Mildred, 
during his early years at the Bureau, until her 
death in 1939. Dave married his second wife, 
Pamela Wilhoite, in 1949. Dave and Pam 
have two daughters, Tayloria and India, one 
grandson, Azani, two sons-in-law, Purnell and 
Daryl, a step granddaughter, Ashley, and a 
step great grandson, Zion. 

During Dave’s time at the Bureau, he cul-
tivated many relationships with his co-workers. 
Together, they formed social clubs like ‘‘The 
SWAGS,’’ whose clubhouse dances and boat 
rides were the place to be in the 1950s. As a 
member of a club of retired golfers, the Mon-
day Morning Golf Club, Dave played golf at 
different courses every Monday. Dave and his 
co-workers met the actor Bill Murray at the 
Bureau, who encouraged all of them to be-
come members of the Masonic Temple. Dave 
later signed his petition as a Master Mason. 
He is a member of Mecca #10 Shrine Temple, 
Mt. Vernon Chapter #1, Holy Royal Arch Ma-
sons, Redemption Lodge #24, and Simon 
Commandery. Today, Dave continues to enjoy 
life by being in the company of family and 
friends, going to golf courses, and cheering on 
the Washington Redskins. 

In celebrating this significant milestone, we 
acknowledge the extraordinary personal quali-

ties and contributions of David Isiah Stroman, 
Jr. to his family and to our community. His 
birthday gives his family and friends, and the 
residents of the District of Columbia, an oppor-
tunity to thank him for his many gifts of love 
and friendship. I ask the House to join me in 
celebrating the 100th birthday of David Isiah 
Stroman, Jr., a special man whose service to 
our community is greatly appreciated. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE RETIRE-
MENT AND DEDICATED SERVICE 
OF ALVIN ‘‘AL’’ COBY 

HON. JEFF MILLER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 6, 2011 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the retirement of Alvin ‘‘Al’’ 
Coby after 27 years of service to the City of 
Pensacola, Florida. 

Mr. Coby’s service to our nation began in 
1971 when he joined the few and the proud to 
become a United States Marine. Upon com-
pletion of the Officer Basic Course in 
Quantico, Virginia, he reported to Naval Air 
Station Pensacola, Florida, where he began 
his flight training. Upon earning his wings, he 
was selected to fly the F–4 ‘‘Phantom’’. Mr. 
Coby served three tours as a Marine aviator in 
Vietnam, before returning to the ‘‘Cradle of 
Aviation’’ in 1978 to serve as a flight instruc-
tor. Under his leadership and expertise, many 
brave men and women were trained as pilots 
who went on to serve during the Cold War 
and in Iraq, Bosnia, Afghanistan, and across 
the globe. 

After eleven years of military service, Al 
Coby departed active duty. He then attended 
graduate school at the University of West Flor-
ida and joined the City of Pensacola in 1984 
as Assistant City Manager. Mr. Coby has 
served the City of Pensacola in various capac-
ities, including Community Redevelopment Di-
rector, Assistant City Manager and City Man-
ager. During his tenure with the City, he also 
served as a member of two state appointed 
boards, as well as numerous local boards and 
committees. Currently, he is a member of the 
Sacred Heart Hospital Advisory Board, the 
Downtown Rotary, and the Boy Scouts of 
America Gulf Coast Council. 

In 2004, Hurricane Ivan devastated the pan-
handle of Florida, and Mr. Coby became an 
integral part of the recovery process. His tire-
less dedication to rebuilding homes and busi-
nesses in Pensacola is a true testament to his 
character. In 2010, with the Deepwater Hori-
zon oil spill affecting residents and businesses 
in the Gulf Coast region, Mr. Coby organized 
a team of City employees to focus on recovery 
and long-term development. He led the recov-
ery team with distinction, and his hard work 
and dedication helped to ensure that the City 
of Pensacola was prepared to respond quickly 
and effectively to this unprecedented disaster. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the United States 
Congress, I congratulate Mr. Coby on his re-
tirement and thank him for his faithful and self-
less service to this great Nation and to the 
Northwest Florida community. My wife Vicki 
and I wish him and his family all the best. 
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HONORING THE LEGACY OF 

FRANCES CHAMBERS 

HON. ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 6, 2011 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, South 
Florida recently lost a truly remarkable woman 
and pillar of our community—Mrs. Frances 
Chambers. Fran, as she was affectionately 
known, leaves behind a legacy that will long 
endure. 

Fran was the consummate lifelong learner. 
Born on November 13, 1921, in Miami, Fran 
graduated from Booker T. Washington High, 
and then went on to receive a Bachelor of Arts 
degree—with highest honors—from Bennett 
College in 1942. She then received a Master 
of Arts degree from New York University, and 
later continued her studies, amassing more 
postgraduate credits than are required for a 
doctoral degree from several Florida univer-
sities. 

She turned her enthusiasm for studies into 
a love of teaching. Fran taught and guided 
generations of students in Miami-Dade County 
Public Schools, where she was loved by her 
students and admired by her peers. For more 
than 37 years Fran shared her passion with 
her students at Dunbar Elementary, Miami 
Jackson Senior High, COPE Center North, 
and Holmes Elementary. She was involved in 
nearly every aspect of education for the chil-
dren of South Florida—finally retiring in 1979. 

But Fran was not just a perennial educator; 
she was also a committed volunteer. She 
began volunteering for the March of Dimes 
and American Heart Association in the 1950s. 
Later, she served as board chair of the James 
E. Scott Community Association, a group that 
provides social services for those in need, and 
was also a member of the Seniors Centers of 
Dade County, League of Women Voters and 
the NAACP. Fran remained active in the com-
munity well after her retirement from Miami- 
Dade County Public Schools—her commit-
ment to volunteerism and the South Florida 
community is as impressive as it is praise-
worthy. 

Her other passion was for the preservation 
and dissemination of the history of Miami’s Af-
rican-American pioneers. Fran had a vision to 
research and publish a book, so that the 
records of these remarkable people could be 
recorded and shared. Her goal was to help as-
sure that future generations could appreciate 
the long and difficult road so many of these 
pioneers had to endure, and to draw strength 
and encouragement from them. 

In 2000, Fran learned she was afflicted with 
Alzheimer’s disease. But this bad news could 
not keep her dream from being realized. After 
nearly three decades, her vision finally came 
to fruition. Her resolve and her vision were so 
admired by those in the South Florida commu-
nity that others picked up her mantle and car-
ried out her work to completion. In 2010, a 
collaborative effort made her dream a reality. 
Linkages & Legacies was the end result of all 
of Fran’s hard work. And in true Frances 
Chambers style, the publication was her gift to 
the community so that this history could be 
told for generations to come. 

Fran may be gone, but her legacy and love 
will forever be a constant presence in South 
Florida. It is carried on through her work, and 

through her 3 children, 4 grandchildren and 3 
great-grandchildren. She was a unique and 
truly awe-inspiring woman. All of our hearts in 
the South Florida community are a little heav-
ier this week as we honor and remember 
Frances Chambers. 

f 

HONORING ASHEVILLE BUNCOMBE 
COMMUNITY CHRISTIAN MIN-
ISTRY OF ASHEVILLE, NORTH 
CAROLINA ON THE 20TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF ITS DOCTOR’S MED-
ICAL CLINIC 

HON. HEATH SHULER 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 6, 2011 

Mr. SHULER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the Asheville Buncombe Community 
Christian Ministry, ABCCM, of Asheville, North 
Carolina, on the occasion of the 20th anniver-
sary of its Doctor’s Medical Clinic. 

The ministry was founded in 1969 by eight 
local churches and is now a cooperative min-
istry of more than 260 churches that strive to 
serve the needy citizens of Buncombe County. 
In 1991, the ministry opened a clinic to deliver 
quality medical care, referral management, 
and medication for the citizens of Buncombe 
County who are uninsured, underinsured and 
ineligible for Medicaid or Medicare. A number 
of volunteer registered nurses, nurse practi-
tioners, social workers and physicians donate 
countless hours of their time to see to the 
medical needs of their fellow citizens in an 
empathetic and welcoming manner. 

In addition to the Doctor’s Medical Clinic, 
ABCCM also performs community outreach in 
other ways by providing counseling, food, 
clothing, furniture, rent and utility assistance, 
and transportation to the disadvantaged in the 
community. It provides educational opportuni-
ties and books and coordinates religious serv-
ices for inmates at local jails. The ministry also 
operates two shelters, one to help homeless 
veterans reenter society and one to provide 
emergency shelter for homeless women. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to recognize the 
Asheville Buncombe Community Christian 
Ministry for the outstanding work they have 
done for more than 40 years in Western North 
Carolina. As they celebrate the 20th anniver-
sary of the Doctor’s Medical Clinic, I ask my 
colleagues to join me in celebrating their hard 
work and spirit of compassion that has had an 
enormous impact on the lives of many of the 
neediest in our community. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 100TH BIRTH-
DAY OF MARGARET ASKEW 
COOPER 

HON. STEVE COHEN 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 6, 2011 

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the 100th birthday of lifelong Mem-
phian Margaret Askew Cooper. Born October 
8, 1911, Mrs. Cooper is the mother of three 
children, Charles Askew, Mauri Askew and 
Turner Askew. She has five grandchildren, six 
great-grandchildren and numerous nieces and 
nephews. 

Mrs. Cooper has dedicated much of her life 
to serving the Memphis community. She was 
instrumental in the founding of the Le Bonheur 
Club which is a non-profit organization that 
supports Le Bonheur Children’s Hospital 
through fundraising and volunteer service. 
Mrs. Cooper helped shape Les Passees, 
Memphis’ original women’s volunteer organi-
zation. Les Passees was incorporated in 1932 
and has since supported the USO, the Shelby 
County Chapter of Society for Crippled Chil-
dren and Adults, opened a center for children 
living with cerebral palsy and centers dedi-
cated to the well-being of children and fami-
lies. 

Throughout her life, Margaret Cooper has 
had quite the reputation as a great dancer. 
Today, she still makes Saturday nights her 
dancing nights. During her 100th birthday 
celebration, well-known Memphis band leader 
Jim Johnson will fulfill a promise he made to 
Mrs. Cooper nearly 20 years ago. He told her 
that he would get his band back together to 
perform at her 100th birthday party. I am cer-
tain that she and all of her family and friends 
will have a memorable celebration filled with 
fun and dancing. 

All who know Margaret Cooper admire her 
perennially positive outlook which has influ-
enced hundreds throughout her life. I ask my 
colleagues to join me in wishing Mrs. Margaret 
Askew Cooper a happy 100th birthday and in 
commending her on a life dedicated to her 
family and her community. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JERROLD NADLER 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 6, 2011 

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, I was unavoid-
ably detained at a meeting outside the Capitol, 
and I missed one vote on October 5, 2011. 
Had I been able to, I would have voted ‘‘aye’’ 
on rollcall vote No. 747, an amendment of-
fered by Mr. WAXMAN to H.R. 2681, the Ce-
ment Sector Regulatory Relief Act of 2011. 

f 

PASSING OF HARRY KEMP 

HON. GWEN MOORE 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 6, 2011 

Ms. MOORE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay trib-
ute to Harry Kemp, who passed away on Sep-
tember 29, 2011, at the age of 78 years. Mr. 
Kemp was a mentor, community leader, vet-
eran and most of all a consummate profes-
sional photographer. In fact, Mr. Kemp was 
often called the Visual Griot of Milwaukee’s 
Black Community. 

Through his camera lens Mr. Kemp cap-
tured over 50 years of Milwaukee’s Black 
Community by recording countless historic 
functions, political gatherings, educational lec-
tures and social functions. In the late 1960s, 
Mr. Kemp became a member of the Black 
Press and he took photographs for the Mil-
waukee Community Journal, the Milwaukee 
Courier and the Milwaukee Times. He was a 
photographer for the Milwaukee Brewer’s 
Baseball Team and worked as a freelance and 
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